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CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM
OPERATIONS STUDY
SECOND YEAR REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

STUDY BACKGROUND

Under contract to the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Abt Associates Inc. (AAI) of
Cambridge, MA is conducting a multi-year study of the Child
Nutrition Programs. This report presents findings from the
second year of the study.

THE CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS

The school-based Child Nutrition programs operate in every State
in the Nation. They include the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP}), the School Breakfast Program (SBP), the Food Donation
Program (FDP), the Special Milk Program (SMP), and the Nutrition
Education and Training Program (NET). State Administrative
Expense (SAE) funding is provided for the NSLP, SBP, and SMP as
well as for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP).

Administered by FNS, these programs represent an annual
investment of over $4 billion of Federal funds to establish,
maintain, and operate non-profit school lunch and breakfast
programs for the benefit of the Nation’s school children.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

To manage the Child Nutrition programs effectively, FNS collects
and analyzes information from annual State-level management
reports. However, because these State-level reports vary
considerably in both format and content, FNS is unable to rely on
this source for all of its ongoing information needs. FNS also
has many one-time information needs to address current policy
issues.

Consequently, FNS contracted with AAI to collect information from
School Food Authorities (SFAs) through annual surveys to obtain
information on issues that are of interest to FNS. Compared with
the alternative of conducting several special-purpose studies,
the implementation of an ongoing data collection capability
reduces FNS’' information collection costs, 1lessens overall
respondent burden, and reduces the length of time required to
obtain the needed data.
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